
Hopewell Up-date 
To be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind for God’s glory. 
 

 
 
 

Hopewell Community Church                                                                                               
E-Mail: hopewellchurch@dejazzd.com 
Web Site: hopewellcommunitychurch.com  
                               June 2010 

610-326-8450 / Fax 610-326-9694  /                                                          

 
“Being still and knowing that He is God” and 
“Waiting on the Lord” has been coming up a lot 
lately. Tom Winchester spoke to the congregation 
from Isa. 40:31, “but those who wail upon the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow 
weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Weeks 
before that a few of you shared with me that God 
has been saying, “Be still and know that I am God 
“(Psalm 46:10).” Then another shared that God 
has been saying to her “to wait on Him.” At the 
same time, one of my devotionals confirmed, once 
again, Isa. 40:31. I love this scripture! When we 
read Chapter 40 from Isaiah the people were 
weary. They had been faithful to God in the midst 
of the circumstances and the wickedness of Ahaz. 
God is honored when we keep leaning on Him 
and are faithful despite the weariness. He gives 
us the strength we need when we continue to lean 
on Him, but they had become focused on their 
circumstances. First, He speaks to them to 
encourage them. He says “before you abandon 
the things of me and walk away I want to 
remind you of Who I am,” and He goes on to tell 
them of His greatness. Paul writes 740 years 
later to the Galatians in 6:9, “Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” There is 
a payoff in due time when we don’t give up! 
It may not make sense to you and maybe it’s not 
working out according to your plan but 
remember in Isa. 40: 28-32, when we are weary 
He is there! We don’t win by turning our back on 
God when we become weary. We win when we 
hope or wait on the Lord (verse 31). 
So, what does it mean to “wait upon the Lord?” It 
means to spend time with and meditate on Him. 

In Hebrew, “wait” means to bind together by 
twisting. It is the making of a rope. You see, 
every rope starts with a thread and every thread 
added increases its strength. Every time we wait 
on the Lord, we add another thread to the rope 
which makes us stronger. Waiting is not always 
passive. It is not so much of a position but a focus. 
It is an eager waiting; anticipating and 
expecting that God will do SOMETHING! We are 
to lean into Him and we will find strength. 
In the devotional I read it said that there are 
different seasons in our lives. There are times 
when we soar, times when we run and times 
when we are walking. We have to recognize what 
season we are in, evaluate our circumstances 
accurately and adjust. Faith does not exempt us 
from lives seasons (trials and disappointments), 
but it enables us to go through those times 
victoriously. If you are soaring now, you are 
experiencing success beyond your natural 
abilities, enjoy it. Just remember, your ability to 
soar comes from God , not you. If you forget that 
you’ll crash. If you are a runner, then than thank 
God that you are still in the race. Don’t compare 
yourself to those who are soaring or you’ll get 
discouraged and don’t compare yourself with 
walkers or you’ll become proud. Keep running 
and your time to soar will come. If you’re a 
walker, keep putting one foot in front of the 
other. Some days pain, discouragement and 
fatigue make it impossible to soar; all you can do 
is walk without fainting. Give yourself 
permission to be where you are. Walking counts 
with God!  
Remember, wherever you are “those who wait on 
the Lord will renew their strength.” It all comes 
down to waiting on Him! 
Praising Him, 
Helen 
 
 

Special Dates 
Flag Day, June 14, 2010  

Fatherôs Day, June 20, 2010  

First Day of Summer, June 21, 2010 
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For July   
                     is June 20th  

 

If you have a testimony of what the Lord has 
done in your life that would bring 

encouragement to the Body of Christ, please 
send it to Helenôs e-mail.  

 
E-Mail to helen624@dejazzd.com or place in 

Helenôs mailbox in the copy room 

 

 

                            

 
Fatherôs Day ð more than a day 

Fatherôs Day was first observed in 

America in 1910. In 1923 the third 

Sunday of June was set as the 

official day, and in 1924 President 

Coolidge recommended its national 

observance. Today it has a fixed 

place in the calendar of special 

days in our country.  
 

But devotion to and pride in 

fathers does not need to wait for 

official approval. As long as there 

have been families, love and 

respect for fathers has existed. 
 

                             

Dear Hopewell Family, 
 We just want to thank each of 
you for all you have done for our 
family during this difficult time. The 
love and support that you have shown 
us is greatly appreciated. We pray God 
Bless you as you continue to bless us. 
 For all that you did we are truly 
thankful. 
 With Love, 

  Myra Polizzi, the Deckerts, 
and the Bausbachers 

 
 

Dear Pastor Bruce and 

Helen, 

 It was such a joy 

being with you this past 

weekend.  Thank you so 

much for welcoming us 

into your church, your 

church family there were 

so warm and friendly.  We 

continue to pray for you 

and ask the Lord to bless 

you richly. 

 Blessings,  

  Benjamin & Tarrah 
 

 
 

Recipe Corner 

 

If you have a great recipe that 

you would like to have featured 

in the Newsletter, please e-mail 

it to helen624@dejazzd.com 

Steak Roll 

Finger Sandwiches 

By:  Darlene Wade 

 

Ingredients: Steak Rolls, Cream 

Cheese, Soft Cheddar Cheese, Dill 

Pickles, Ham, & Mayo 

Directions: Gouge out rolls. Cream 

together cream cheese and soft 

cheddar cheese.  Spread mayo on 

rolls.  Add pickle in bread gully.  

Add some cheese spread.  Top with 

slice of ham and replace bottom 

mayoed roll.  Cut up in finger 

sandwiches. 
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  Noodles 

  Spaghetti/Pasta Sauce 

  Canned Meat Products 

  Canned vegetables 

  Canned potatoes 

  Tuna or Hamburger Helper 

  Pork and Beans 

  Rice-a-roni OR Prepared rice dish 

  Boxed Desserts(Brownie/cake mix, and 

  frosting) 

  Juice 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Join us every Sunday Morning  
@ 9:30 am for 

Messianic Prophecies  
Godôs Appointed Times  

 

Teacher: Shelly Rosenberg 
 

 

 
 
 

Get Connected! Come and learn more of 
God’s Word and Be Transformed! Be a 

part of a Bible Study Group!! 

Titus Womenõs Gathering 

Bible Study for Women of any Age 

 ñEvery Women of the Bibleò 
The 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Thurs. Mornings of each month  

10 AM ï 11:30 AM 
June Dates are: 10th (Picnic following) &24th 

@ the home of Helen Levengood  
 

Burris/Fillman Gathering  
 

Various Bible Studies & Topics  
Wed. Nights at 6:30 - 8 pm.  

at home of the Charles & Kay Burris 

Levengood Gathering  
 

12 week DVD Series òDrawing Nearó 
Wednesday Mornings @ 10am 

Home of Pastor Bruce & Helen Levengood  
 

See Leaders for More 

Information 

 

 
 

 

  

ñFAN INTO FLAMEò 

MEN'S BREAKFAST 
Sat. June 5  @ 8am 

Bryan Levengood will be 

teaching.  

Please sign-up in lobby. 
 



 

It was a Thursday 
night at 11:00.  I was 
driving home from 
work and out of the 
blue I started all out 
crying like when you 
have just lost a loved 
one.  I had no idea 

why I was crying.  I asked God why 
I am crying and what are you 
trying to tell me.  I just kept feeling 
like something was dying.  I had no 
idea why or what it was.  A few 
days later I had a colonoscopy done 
because I was suffering from 
Crohn’s.  When I came out of 
recovery the Dr. told me my crohn’s 
was in remission and that he could 
find no evidence of crohn’s 
anywhere.  I talked to Pastor Bruce 
and Helen and asked them how I 
know if I should stop my medicine 
since I felt that I was healed from 
my Crohn’s.  They said to ask God 
for a conformation which I did.  A 
few days later my Dr. called me up 
and said the biopsies came back 
clean with no evidence of anything.  
That was my conformation and I 
have been able to eat anything I 
want with no problems or 
symptoms of crohn’s.  PRAISE THE 
LORD!!! 
  ~Judy Myers 

ITõS THAT TIME AGAIN! 

Hopewell Network 

Summer Camp  
 If you are planning to send your child, 
please make sure your registration form 
gets to the office by June 6th for the Teen 
Camp (Ages 13-16, June 21-25) & July 
25th for the Junior Camp  

(Ages 9-12, Aug. 9-13). The Mission 
Board will pay the $100 registration fee 
for those youth who attend Hopewell. If 
any other money is given to the Mission 
Board designated for camp, we will 
divide it amongst the campers along with 
the coins collected from the container in 
the lobby. 

Brochures are in the lobby. 

 

 Help Send Kids to Camp 
There is a bottle on the table in 

the lobby for dollars & change. It 
will go toward sending children to 

the summer camp!  
All monies will go to help send our 

youth!!  
 

~Hopewell Summer Camps impact 
the lives of many youth each year.  
The goal  is to remove distractions 

from the campers and saturate 
them with love & the Word of God 
through Christ centered chapels, 

worship, group activities, and 
camper/staff 

relationships.~ 
 

“The Language of 
Intimacy” was May’s 



teaching from the “Drawing Near” 
Series that we have been participating 
in over the past year. We have two more 
lessons and then we will have finished 
this excellent 12 lesson DVD Series. 
Although, if anyone else wants to go 
through it, you can join Pastor Bruce 
and I at our Wednesday morning 
Gathering where we began it two weeks 
ago.  
This lesson focuses on the four different 
kinds of tongues that the Bible teaches. 
The first is a sign to unbelievers, the 
second is for interpretation, the third is 
for intercession, and the fourth for 
edification. John Bevere goes into great 
depths speaking on each one and giving 
many of God’s scriptures as the 
foundation.  
For instance, when speaking concerning 
tongues for edification, he speaks about 
our physical senses and shows us biblically 
that we also have spiritual senses. Many 
people have developed their physical 
senses. We have people who have trained 
their eyes to recognize false and true 
gemstones, there are people who have 
trained their ears to hear in the natural 
like conductors who can hear if one 
musical instrument is off, there are those 
who have trained their sense of smell and 
are able to know fragrances of spices, and 
then there are those who have trained 
their sense of taste such as wine tasters. 
They can tell if it was an early crop, a late 
crop, a good rain or a bad rain that year. 
If we can’t see, hear, taste, touch or smell 
we can’t communicate.  In the same way, 
we have spiritual senses, and without 
them we can’t have intimacy with God. 
God is saying, “I want to have intimacy 
with you.” Many say, “I don’t hear God 
speaking to me.” Could it be your inward 
senses are dull? Speaking about the tongue 
for edification John says, “When you pray 
in the spirit you are building your inward 
man and our inner man is sensitive to 
what God wants, what He loves and what 

He needs. We then hear His voice easily. 
One of the reasons God gave us the ability 
to speak in tongues is to enhance our 
intimacy with Him.” 
Out next teaching is from the 11th in the 
series titled, “Full Assurance of Faith.” 
Come and join us for learning from God’s 
Word, prayer, and a great time of 
fellowship as well. 
Praising Him, 
Helen 

 

Tues. June 1st @ 7 pm 
Lesson 11 from  

Ȱ$ÒÁ×ÉÎÇ .ÅÁÒȱ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ 
ȰFive Assurance of Faithȱ 

 

Snacks Appreciated  
 

Come and enjoy a time of 
teaching, prayer, and 

fellowship  
 
 
 

 

 
WEIGHING IN FROM THE 

WAY STATION:  



 At our last meeting, Dennis 

shared some poll results with the 

youth.  The polls showed that most 

young adults today don't pray, don't 

worship and don't read the Bible. He 

used this article to stimulate some 

conversation, while at the same time 

encouraging the youth to stand strong 

in their faith, and to remain in God.  

He shared John 15 with them, again 

encouraging them to remain in God.  

He had the youth break into small 

groups in order to complete a puzzle, 

withholding the center piece without 

them knowing.  The purpose was to 

symbolize all the different pieces 

that make up the whole of our lives.  

The puzzle pieces consisted of 

friends, facebook, cell phone, sports, 

music, school, careers, family, etc.  

The youth attempted to finish their 

puzzles only to find it was 

incomplete, missing a piece.  He then 

related that to how our lives our 

incomplete without the center of it 

being (the puzzle piece of) God.     

            He closed the teaching 

using a visual aid, one that a lot of 

you may have seen before.  He used 

birdseed, a container, and 2 golf 

balls.  The seed represented all the 

things and people in our lives. The 

container represented our lives. The 

golf balls represented God. He filled 

the container with the seed.  Then he 

tried to fit God into the container, 

after it was already full of the 

things that fill our lives.   God 

really did not fit well.  He then 

repeated the demonstration, but this 

time He was sure to put God into the 

container first.  Amazingly, if God 

went into the container (our lives) 

first, all the birdseed (those things, 

people that fill our lives) would 

still fit!    

  In a meeting held not that long 

ago, we played a game in order to get 

to know each other a bit better.  The 

group has been growing and we wanted 

to take the opportunity to have the 

youth share a bit of themselves with 

each other. Each student was asked to 

write on a piece of paper what they 

would like to be or something they 

would like to accomplish when they 

were older. The responses were read 

and the other students then had to 

guess who wrote that particular career 

interest or desire.  We thought you 

might be interested in getting to know 

our youth a bit better as well.  

> Sara:  hopes to be a famous flute 

player in the symphony. 

> Caleb: wants to be a basketball 

player for the Lakers. 

> Bailey:  likes chocolate chip mint 

ice cream so hopes to eat it on her 

birthday. 

> Will: likes to play guitar so wants 

to be in a well known band. 

> Nathan: wants to be a toy designer. 

> Seth: wants to meet Shaun White. 

> Kyle: wants to beat Michael Phelps 

in swimming. 

> Colby: wants to go to England. 

> Allison: wants to learn how to 

snowboard and ski. 

> Olive: wants to be an artist. 

> Tori: likes music and hopes to be a 

sound person. 

> Zac: wants to be on a food show. 

> Danny: wants to visit every MLB 

baseball stadium in the USA. 

> Chris: likes the weather and would 

like to be a meteorologist. 

> Jamie: wants to get a college 

scholarship in soccer. 

> Sebastian: wants to be a harmonica 

player and song writer. 

> Miranda: hopes to be a 

singer/actress. 

> Mr Weber: is a good skier and hopes 

to someday ski in the Swiss Alps. 

> Mr Fillman: hopes to be a pastor 

someday. 

> Mrs Fillman: hopes to live at the 

beach.  

 
Please keep us in your prayers. Pray that the youth 
will put God into their lives first and that they 
remain in Him.   
God bless! 
Dennis and Michele 

 



Justine Pagillo  
Graduated from Cedar Crest College with a 

Bachelor's of Science degree in Chemistry 

Made Dean's List 3 times (Fall 2006, Fall 2007, 

Fall 2009) 

Plans: Will be attending Lehigh University in the 

Fall as a graduate student of the PhD program in 

Organic Chemistry 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Donõt Forget 
 

 

 
 

Celebrate Your Faith Night  
Reading Phillies  
Friday, June 11 th  
See You There!!  

 

 

ONLY YOU? ABOVE ALL? 
HARDLY!ó  

   It has happened again. Ugh. I shouldnõt be 
sickened by it, but I am.  The person who said 
it meant well. They meant to glorify God & 
comfort & encourage my wife & me.  Alas, 
however, it did just the opposite. It made me 
sick at heart.  Some of you may remember I 
mentioned briefly in last monthõs newsletter 
that contrary to the very popular song òAbove 
Alló chorusõ ending, Jesus did NOT think of 
òmeó above all in His enduring the cross & its 
horrific, in-describable sufferings & agonies.  
He laid His life down at the command of His 
Father!  His Fatherõs will, pleasure,  
& glory were Jesusõ foremost & first thought 
& motivation to go through with it.  Nothing 
personal, Beloved, but you are just not 
enough motivation to be His primary one! 
Yes, the redemption of His people is a major 
one, but not His primary motive òabove alló!  
Anyway, this well-intentioned person said to 
us, òIf you were the only two people who ever 
lived, Jesus still would have come & died for 
youó.  Impossible! It sounds good, warm, & 
soothing, but it is so very unscriptural, as so 
many ògood soundingó doctrines are!  Father 
would NEVER have Jesus go through the 
depths of the horrors of His just wrath in the 
place of His people, without making sure His 
sufferings would be òworth itó!  This is why 
the Father gave to Him a people in eternity 
past, before the foundation of the world 
(Eph.1:4). 
        So very many times in John, Jesus refers 
to His disciples as those whom the Father 
had given Him! (Jn.6:37,39,10:29,17:2,6,9,24).  
God knew His people beforehand (Rom.8:29), 
chose them (I Cor.1:26ff), 

set their destinies beforehand (Rom.8:29), 
etcé& gave Him òchildrenó (Heb.2:13). The 
reward for His sufferings was a people from 



His Father, not to mention being raised to His 
right hand in glory!  His Father ensured Him 
that He would make it worth it. Father would 
never risk the investment of His Sonõs 
sufferings like investors on Wall Street! With 
God, there is no òriskó involved, but a sure 
return on His investment! You & I, Beloved, 
are proofs & òtrophiesó of His marvelous 
grace.  It is because of HIM, that you are in 
Christ Jesus! (I Cor.1:30). May our lives 
reflect heartfelt gratitude for The One Who 
took our place! 
Kim & I thank you so very much, for reading 
this, for your prayers, & gifts when God so 
leads.  

Michael & Kim  
 

 
News From Haiti 

 
Hopewell Community Church Missions 
Board;  
I want to thank you for your continued 
support of the Hopewell Network 
Haitian Mission.  Since the devastating 
earthquake in January, the Network has 
sent down five teams.   
Our First Team was comprised of Pastor 
Curt Malizzi and Pastor Aaron Durso.  
They went down ten days after the 
earthquake to get an overview of the 
damage, bring supplies and spiritual 
support. 
The second team went down in March.  
This team went down and taught the 
Agape Ministry School to all the pastors 
in Haiti so they can now utilize this 
teaching tool.  On that Trip I was able to 
visit Pastor Jean Angeline Joseph's 
church in the mountains.  This is the 
church that Hopewell Community 
sponsors.  It was their 20th anniversary 
that Sunday.  They baptized ten people 
and had two baby dedications.  Many of 

the churches in the Grace Assemblies 
Network attended, it was a wonderful 
celebration! 
Our third team was a building team that 
went down to fix the perimeter walls of 
the orphanage.  This trip went well and 
the vast majority of the work that 
needed to get done, was done. 
Our fourth team was a medical missions 
team.  They treated over 1200 people in 
five days.  It was a very physically 
exhausting trip for that team. 
Our fifth team just returned, it was also 
a building team.  They went up to 
Mirebalis to fix the roof on the 
conference center.  That trip hit a few 
snags as most building trips in the 
mountains do, but by the grace of God, 
they were able to get work accomplished. 
God is moving in a powerful way in 
Haiti.  The Grace Assemblies Network 
has been a huge source of strength to 
those in need during these trying times.  
With Pastor Lesly Bertrand's leadership, 
they have been able to give God the 
Glory with their outreach efforts. 
If you have any further questions, please 
feel free to contact me.  If you would like 
me to come speak, please let me know. 
 
In His Service, 
Pastor Aaron J Durso 


