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 Merry Christmas &  Happy New Year to all of you from Helen & I. Boy these last few weeks have been something! The big 
snow fall two weeks ago, than the warm up with all the rain and now the cold temperatures along with all the wind. It 
makes me think, ñWE need to take a vacation and go and check on Al and Geri to make sure their enjoying themselves or 
to see if they need any counseling on how to stay cool with temperatures over 80 degrees.ò :) 
 December 21

th
  was the start of winter. That day was the shortest day of sunlight. Even as we gain a couple of minutes of 

sunlight each day with these cold temperatures it seems like this changing of a season is a long one. Some of you may 
prefer one season over another, but as for me, I like them all. Although, I don't enjoy the very cold days as well as the very 
hot days. We probably each have our preferences. 
 One of the funny things about the change of the seasons is that we have no control over it, either  to stop it or 
reverse it. When God put nature into motion every living creature  and every living plant is always busy in preparation for 
the changes that will come and how that will change their daily growth. 
 If you have prepared your heart for Christmas, than your ready for the next step. That next step is to  prepare your 
hearts to trust Jesus fully when the seasons of your life changes.  If you are doing that, you will be better prepared for your 
next assignments in your spiritual walk with Him. So, I do have a question for you today. Are you ready for the change of 
season that will soon be upon you? 
 Our lives in Christ are filled with all kinds of activity and in those activities as we grow spiritually there will always 
be a change in our seasons. Jesus living in us is changing us from season to season. Jesus is getting us ready for that 
new season that He has for us and whether we can see that or not, we need to walk forward. Philippians 3: 13 says “ 
Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead. I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heaven-
ward in Jesus Christ.”  Jesus is the one who can insulate our hearts from the cold harsh reality of this world. 
 Because you have prepared your hearts for this coming season the Church as a whole will experience a renewing 
of its spiritual walk with Him and we will see a new season of refreshing of the presence of God. 
  Two words that were spoken over Hopewell Community Church a few years ago will move forth this coming year 
because we have prepared for this next season. They are, ñTHERE WILL BE A NEW MANTLE OF HIS PRESENCE AND 
HIS GLORY.ò  THE SECOND ONE IS, ñTHIS CHURCH WILL MOVE NOT BY WHO STAYS OR WHO GO'S BUT BY 
WHO SHOWS UP AND THATS JESUS IN HIS PRESENCE AND GLORY. 
  Ecclesiastes 3: 1 says, “There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven.” 
Hopewell Community Church ( THAT'S YOU ) is now ready for that next season because you are ready! 
 In every one of our lives we have gone through all kinds of seasons. In fact life is full of the changing seasons. 
God's word says, ñbe prepared in and out of season.ò Well, a new season is upon us! Don't walk, but  run to his throne! He 
is waiting with open arms. Let the new season happen! Do not fear what Jesus is asking you to do or what Heòs turning 
you into, just embrace it and let the power of God work through you! 
 Finally my Brothers & Sisters the scripture for this year and the vision I see for this church  is from Rom. 12:1-2, “ 
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God's will is his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

  

 

mailto:hopewellchurch@dejazzd.com


We wish to thank you once again for all your love, support, encouragement in 2009. It is a great blessing to serve 
the Lord along side of people who surroun d you in good times and difficult times and who are willing to serve the 
Lord with the gifts He has placed within them. Without you there would be no Hopewell Community Church.  
We look forward to what our Lord has for all of us in 2010 and how He will use each one of you to accomplish His 
purposes! 
Love & Blessings,  

Pastor Bruce & Helen 
 

 

      

 

     Special dates Å 
 New Yearôs Day, January 1, 2010  

Å Epiphany, January 6, 2010  

Å Baptism of the Lord, January 10, 2010  

Å Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18, 2010  

Å Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 2010  

 
 

 

              FOR February                IS  

                               January 24th 
 
 

If you have any Newsletter Items, Please  

E-Mail to jeanine@dejazzd.com 

 

             

       

Goo dbye, old year  
       

  

 

Old Year! upon the Stage of Time  

You stand to bow your last adieu;  

A moment, and the prompterõs chime  

Will ring the curta in down on you.  

ñRobert W. Service   

        
 

A Winning Pattern for the New Year   

 
Some anonymous wise person penned the following directions for living without bringing pain to others or 

oneself:  

ñYou will never be sorry ð for thinking before acting, for hearing before judging, for forgiving your enemies, 
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for being candid and frank, for helping a fallen brother, for being honest in business, for thinking before 

speaking, for being loyal to God and the church, for standing by your principles, for refusing to participate in 

gossip, for holding your words when tempted to demean another, for not entertaining impure or hateful 

thoughts, for sympathizing with the afflicted, for being courteous and kind to all.ò  

 

  
 

Recipe Corner 

 
 If you have a great recipe that you would like to have featured in the Newsletter, please  

e-mail it to 

jeanine@dejazzd.com 

 

 

 

Potato Chip Cookies 

                          Given by Mary J. Kehl 

 1cup butter 

½ cup sugar 

1tsp. Vanilla (beat) 

½ cup pecans (chopped) 

½ cup potato chips (broken) 

2 cups flour 

Make into balls & press with glass. Bake at 350 degrees until light brown. 

 

     

                                       

 
Classes will be sus pended until mid January.  

Please see Shelly for exact dates.  

ñMessianic Propheciesò 
Teacher: Shelly Rosenberg  
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     For January:     

 

Bottled Juice  

Juice Boxes 

Cereal 

Complete Pancake Mix 

Syrup 

Dried Milk 

Oatmeal & Instant Oats 

Cream of Wheat 

Cornbread, Biscuit & Muffin Mix  
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Our 2009 Women's Christmas ñTea Among Friendsò was a blessing to all who attended. It 

was a time to celebrate our Savior's birth, come together and fellowship, break bread 

together, and hear a message from God's Word. 

Thanks to the women who helped make the favors (Christmas Tree Ornaments) and those 

who helped to plan and decorate. The following were involved in some way: Geri Dulis, 



Anna Detwiler, Connie Kehl, Mary Ann Bell, Susan Metka, Helen Levengood, Darlene 

Wade, Kim Dulis, Evelyn Uphold, Janet Farley, Lauren Colins, Jen Mitchell. 

 

Our own Geri Dulis spoke to us from the Word of God on ñLove & Forgiveness.ò  She read 

from 1 Corinthians 13 concerning love. God's love is expressed in the giving of His Son 

and He has extended His love to be reflected in His people. God's will is to show His love 

through us. This season is all about His love! He sent Jesus to die on the cross so that we 

can have eternal life. 

She shared that when we ask for God's love He will test us by giving us opportunities to 

give love to others in ways that we never expected. :) He loves us so much that He will not 

leave us as we are. She noted, just because we grow older in the Lord doesn't mean that 

we grow up in the Lord. If we want to grow closer to God, we need to have His love. 

She encouraged us that especially at this time of year when we are out shopping and 

many people are cranky, irritable, and overextended we need to respond with love and 

watch for the change in there countenance. God's love last forever. He is always with us 

to carry us through and we should have that same kind of love and never give up on 

loving others. At times, if you want something you never had, you have to do something 

you've never done. 

These were some tips she left with us to think about not only during this Christmas 

season but each and every day.  

 When you are mailing out cards you can give the gift of self by asking for 

forgiveness, send a card to someone you most dislike, or someone with whom you 

lost touch. 

 When someone rubs you the wrong way, before you open your mouth say, ñWhat 

would Jesus say or do?ò 

 Share your love and remember Jesus is the Reason for the Season. 

 Do something for someone else who has no one. 

 It's not about me but about everyone else. 

 Romans 12:9. ñLove must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.ò 

 God's love should be directed outward toward others, not inward toward ourselves. 

The more we become like Christ, the more love we have for others. 

 Do not let offences go on. Life is to short. How can we hold something against 

someone else when God doesn't hold anything against us?  

 Don't procrastinate when the Holy Spirit tells you to ask for forgiveness. Don't let 

the devil talk you out of it. 

 Maturity is moving from soft skin and a hard heart to hard skin and a soft heart. 

When we tell someone  we forgive them we can't continue to grumble. When God 

forgives us, He forgets. 



Thanks again Geri for sharing with us what the Holy Spirit placed on your heart that we 

need not only at Christmas but all through the year. Thanks also for your obedience to the 

Lord. 

 

Remember, Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 7 pm, we will continue our series on Drawing  

Near, ñA life of Intimacy with God.ò We will continue with Session 7 ñWith Whom God 

Dwells.ò Even if you haven't seen the first 6, I know that God will speak to you right where 

you are. Come out and enjoy getting to know Jesus better!!! 

 

Praising Him,  

Helen 
 

                        

  Tuesday, January 5
th

 @ 7pm òDrawing Nearó 

 

òA Life of Intimacy with Godó 

By John Bevere 

Session 7  

òWith Whom God Dwellsó 
Join  tr hm dwodqhdmbhmf Fnc͇r knud 

in a deeper way!  

 

     
 

òEvery Women  
of the Bibleó 

 January dates are the 14th & the 28th  
 @ 10 am, at the      

Home of Helen Levengood 

Come and enjoy a time of study, prayer, and fellowship  

                                 
  

 



 

                

         
     Join us as we fellowship  
  with other believer's on        
Saturday January 23rd  

at Mount Olive  
          Baptist Church.  

 We will meet here at the church.  

       

          

 

Lighthouse of Prayer will resume Friday Jan. 15 th    

@ 7pm 

@ New Life Deliverence Ministries  

399 N. Evans St. Pottstown.  

 

       
 



      
 

The Gatherings  

 Home Groups  
 

Beginning this winter, the Elders have set up a format for 
small groups to gather together to g row in fellowship and 
spirituality. There will be three groups starting this winter.  
If you are interested in hosting or teaching a òGatheringó 

please see Pastor Bruce.  
More info coming soon concerning the details.  

 
 

                   

    In Case Of Snow or Ice  
        

     Listen to Boyertown Radio              
Station  

WBYN 107.5FM @  
7, 7:30, 8, & 8:30am  

 

          



     

      
    Sunday January 17

th
 following the           

church service.  

    At this time we will review the          

2010  budget and each ministry 

 of the church will have an 

opportunity to share what is  

 in store for 2010. 

 

         

 
 òThe ultimate measure of a man  is not where he stands in moments of comfort and 

convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.ó 

-Martin Luther King Jr.  

     
 

January 18, 2010  
       

     

      
 

Our pastorôs wife asked me to write a testimony from the care-takers point of view when living with my 

wife, Betsy, and her multiple medical issues.   

The bible says we will not be without trials and tribulations in our lives, this is so true.  But when we 

keep God in the middle of it all, it is so much easier to deal with.  I am living proof of that truth.  When 

Betsy had a cancerous tumor surgery, God was there, when she developed spinal stenosis and has 

had to receive spinal epidural shots, God continues to be there.  When she developed two brain 

aneurisms and had 7 hours of serious major brain surgery, God was there every step of the way.  It 

was only by Godôs grace that she emerged normal from that experience.  And finally, when she 

recently had a mild heart attack and was hospitalized for a few days, God was there.   



 
The reality is God is always there!  In fact, the bible says ñhe will never leave us nor forsake us!ò  How 

much is never? é. It leaves no room for the idea that God, on rare occasions, is not there for us.  No, 

never means there is never a time when he is not with us.  Therefore, it is incorrect for me to use the 

statement, ñGod was thereò because he never leaves us.  It would be more correct to say, I became 

conscious of Godôs presence in the midst of Betsyôs medical situations.  Betsy and I simply asked God 

to intervene in each situation to bring his peace(extremely important), healing, direction, wisdom for 

the doctors and nurses in the medical profession, and HIS  blessing on each and every medication 

prescribed. 

I encourage you when you are faced with lifeôs trials and tribulations to reach out to Jesus to help you 

through the issueé. He is standing right next to you as he always is. 

Don Taylor 

 
      

 

 

       
 

 

 

      Dear Hopewell Church, 



     Thank you so much for providing our  

    family with a Thanksgiving meal. That  

   was so generous of you. Thank you  

     for being the hands of Jesus to our 

 family. We have been so blessed this whole year that my husband has been 

laid off. God is just keeping us and we are trusting Him day by day!  

Debi Rutkowski & Family. 

 

     
 

We want to thank the Lord for His many financial blessings in 2009. Because He has blessed us as a church, 
we have been able to bless others which in turn brings Glory, Honor, and Praise to Him (2 Corinthians 9:12-
15). 
The total monies that came into the Mission Board in 2009 was $22,848.80. The 10% given from the church 
was $19,977.76. From that tithe 10% went toward benevolence which is used to help those in the church and 
sometimes outside of the church  who are going through financial difficulties. Extra offerings designated to 
Missions was  $1,565.04  and extra offerings designated toward benevolence was   $1,306.00. The total 
amount given to missionaries and Christian Agencies was $19,291.32 and the total amount spent on 
Benevolence was $2,431.16.         . 
As we look back over 2009 we were blessed to be able to support missionaries in Guatamala, Italy, Haiti, 
Ghana, Philippines whom are now in China, Russia, and Trinidad. We also supported Campus Crusade in 
Ohio, Marriage Ministry in New York, an orphan in Liberia, a stateside missionary with YWAM, a Hopewell 
Christian Fellowship member to go to Thailand, Pa. Family Institute, Teen Challenge, Crossworld Furlough 
Cottages, Hopewell Christian Fellowship Building Fund, and Tel Hai Camp in the Elverson area.. Within our 
community we were able to support the Pastor of Pottstown Bible Church, a student  from Liberia attending 
Coventry Christian School, Light The Night along with Victory Christian Life Center, Pottstown Cluster, 
Vacation Bible School, Tony Perez Night at Pottstown High School, Christian Motorcycle Association, Upper 
Pottsgrove Fire Department, Pottstown Cluster, Westmont Christian Academy, Genesis Preganancy Center, 
Birthright, Thanksgiving Meals, Operation Christmas Child Packing and postage, and the supporting of nine 
students and partial support of two others to go to Tel Hai Summer Camp. In addition the food pantry gave out 
many boxes of food this past year thanks to your donations along with 9 Thanksgiving Baskets. 
We thank those who serve on the Mission Board here at Hopewell for their time and service to the Lord. They 
are Mary Ann Bell, who oversees the food pantry, Linda Burris who graciously takes our minutes and oversees 
the Mitten Tree for Genesis, Ruby Kolb, who takes care of meals for those who come home from the hospital, 
Myra Polizzi, who oversees the Cluster Luncheon,  and Pastor Bruce and Helen. Thanks also to Bob and 
Lauren Collins for overseeing Operation Christmas Child this year.  

 

         

   

       
 

 

 

  

 

 

WEIGHING IN FROM THE WAY STATION....                                                                                                 



                      

                      

           

 
We only met once in December, but the you 

        group celebrated Christmas in a big way, with lots  
        food, lots of fun, and some good fellowship.  Den 
        started by sharing a brief message on the true 
        meaning of Christmas, and it was evident in his 
        passion that his  biggest desire is for the kids to 
       grasp how great God's love for them is, that they would have       a personal an intimate relationship with God. 

 

 
Then it was on to the games.  Using 3 walls of the gym, and creating a 4th one with tables laid on their sides, 
we created a human foosball game court.   Then it was 9 on 9 as they battled to win the foosball game.  If you 
got up off your seat, in to the penalty box you went!  There was a fair share of "fights" going on in the penalty 
box as opposing players duked it out!    

 



It was the Nerfgunners who won the Jeopardy game, beating the Monkeyducklings and Team Chris Mertz. singing 
their response to the Final Jeopardy question, "what were the names of Santa's reindeer?"  It was a good thing they 
remembered the words to "Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer"! 
 
 What Christmas party would be complete without a present exchange?  The kids all brought a $5 and under 
present, wrapped in the finest wrapping, ribbons, and bows(ok, so I'm embellishing a bit!  After all, Sebastian 

brought his wrapped in duct tape! ).  We then played a fun game to exchange the presents, with some presents 
being exchanged 3 times before they officially belonged to someone and no one could take it from them.  (By the 
way, Sebastian's gift?  It was a nerf gun, which Nathan picked.  That could not have been more perfect since 
Nathan and Sebastian really enjoy playing with their nerf guns!). 

 

 

 
 
We sure enjoyed lots of good food, brought by the youth and their families.  Thanks for that! 
Now, we are anxiously looking forward to our winter retreat, coming up January 8-10.  It looks to be a great turnout. 
Kevin Rodriguez will be doing the teaching at the retreat, and we are looking forward to what God has for us. 
 
Thanks for all of your support and prayers.  We are blessed! 

Dennis & Michele      
 

 

 

                    

               



         

  

   
 

 

Our Blaze Jr. High Youth Group will be going on  their winter retreat to 
Shoup Lodge in Saxton PA.  

They will leave the church on Friday Jan. 8 th  @ 5pm and return Sunday  
Jan. 10 th . @ 5pm.  

Kevin Rodriguez will be the key speaker.  
The cost is $40.00/ p erson.  

Please see Dennis & Michele for more details.  
 

] 

 

 

 
A WORD FROM THE PEANUT GALLERY: 

  

 



 Well, it was an awsome year and it is hard to beleive it's over. Thank you to 

EVERYONE who participated in the Christmas Pagent. It was a huge success. Great job 

to all!! 

We are starting some new lessons and programs in some of the classes and are 

looking forward to working with the children. If you have any questions, concerns or 

interest in helping with the children, please see Janet Farley. 

 

 
 

 


